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Soar to
HIGHER CD Rates
2.00%*

2.22%*

APY 12 mos. CD

APY 24 mos. CD

For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of April 5, 2018 and are subject to change
without notice. CD minimum deposit of $500. Annual Percentage Yield
(APY). APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until
maturity. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Subject to
withdrawal limitations and fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

Bianca Montague gives a cast member direction as Melanie Bynum looks on AMANDA THOMPSON

BARDLINGS
HAVE A
‘NIGHT’
Young troupe
presents a
condensed
version of play
at Shakespeare
Festival

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

Shakespeare’s legacy has endured for more
than 400 years and there’s no expiration date in
sight. A new generation is embracing his works
and putting their own spin on them. The Southern Shakespeare Company’s junior troupe, the
Bardlings, is currently rehearsing “Eighth
Night,” a condensed version of Shakespeare’s
“Twelfth Night” and they haven’t lost any of the
comedy’s wit or whimsy.
The Bardlings company is comprised of local
middle and high school actors. The group is codirected by Robin Jackson and Bianca Montague who offer dramatic training as well as performance opportunities. Additionally, the Bardlings attend community theater productions
and participate in specialized workshops.
The Bardlings will perform “Eighth Night”
during the Southern Shakespeare Festival at

Cascades Park this weekend.
Montague shared that the students are also
included in set building and stage management. “As much as we can, we involve them in
every aspect so they understand everything
that goes into the show, not just the performance part but all of it.”
“Very rarely will we do straight Shakespeare.
We’ll change the setting or the time period but
this year we wanted them to have a chance to do
Shakespeare with a setting and costuming
that’s true to the time period. We decided instead of changing its theme, we’d shorten the
play so they would take more time to learn the
dialogue. The shortened version has helped
them grasp the language and what the story is
about.”
Even in its adapted form, the play contains

The Bardlings company is comprised of local
middle and high school actors. AMANDA
THOMPSON
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Meet Romeo in the park, hoof it at Taloofa Fest

the Big Bend, is held in partnership with AMWAT Moving Warehousing & Storage and seeks to provide food
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everything you’d expect from 'The Bard': a shipwreck,
disguises, trickery, musical fools, unrequited love,
mistaken identity and, of course, clever word play.
That’s where the Bardlings are concentrating much of
their attention.
“They’ll read something and think it means one
thing and you change the meaning of one word and it
changes the meaning of the whole sentence,” said
Montague. “They’re like ‘wow, I didn’t realize that’s
what I was supposed to be saying his whole time.’ You
can always tell when it clicks. They’re delivering the
line and they’ve got the right inflection and the right
attitude and you can tell they understand what they’re
saying. They get it.”
Sean Ward is in sixth grade at The Magnolia School
and he’s enjoyed getting familiar with Shakespeare’s
language. “It’s similar to ours but the grammar is different and it’s harder to say.” Sean has been cast in two
roles as a sea captain and a priest. “It’s fun to be someone else for a while,” he said. “Even if you’re a servant
who’s getting bullied tremendously, it’s still fun. In
real life it wouldn’t be but here, it’s fun because you
know they’re your friends. If you need an army, you
have one.”
Melanie Bynum agreed and added “you get an immediate family when you join any kind of production.”
The oldest Bardling, Melanie is in the 12th grade at
SAIL High School and is dual enrolled as a full time
student at Tallahassee Community College. One of her
favorite parts of rehearsing is seeing how her cast
mates interpret their characters and take inspiration
from them. It’s something she has done in past productions.
She played the title role in a recent production of
“Antigone” at SAIL. “She’s a very fierce, head-strong
character who stands up for what she believes in,”
Melanie explained. “I really wanted to take that from

Pugh, CEO and President of AMWAT, at 850-877-7131.
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